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Welcome home?

Mark had finished university. He had got good results and worked for a few months. Now,
only twenty-two years old, he wasn’t sure what to do with his life. Should he begin to 
apply for jobs? Should he study again? Should he just do nothing for a while? In the end
the decision to leave London and travel around the world seemed to be the right one. If he
didn’t do it now, he never would.

First Mark hitchhiked through Europe to a Greek island where he spent three months 
working in a hotel disco. Then he travelled across the Middle East and down through 
India. It was difficult to find work and he was running out of money. A friend of his 
advised him to go to Australia and look for something there. Mark arrived in Perth and
soon found a job in a bar. It wasn’t very interesting work but quite well paid.

Mark was half way around the world, he was having a great time, but he was homesick.
How were his parents? What were his brothers doing? What was London like now? Mark
continued to collect some small souvenirs for his family and friends. He had been 
travelling for nearly one year and now it was time to go home. He flew to Florida, 
toured the country for two months and then returned to Britain.

At Heathrow Airport Mark took the Underground to central London. It was exciting to be
at London Bridge Station, the part of the city he knew so well. He couldn’t wait to phone
his family and tell them that, after twelve months, he was back. He left his rucksack 
outside a telephone box and called home.

A minute later, when Mark came out of the telephone box, his rucksack had disappeared.
Somebody had stolen it. He couldn’t believe it. A ring from India for his mother, a watch
from New York for his father, T-shirts from Mexico for his brothers, and his diary. Mark
suddenly realised that everything had gone. Crowds of Londoners passed by. They were
talking and laughing. Mark couldn’t imagine that one of them had stolen what he had 
carried around the world for a year. Welcome home, he thought.
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The story has five paragraphs. 

Choose five suitable headlines for them from the box below.

1.

Paragraph 1: ______________ Paragraph 4: ______________
Paragraph 2: ______________ Paragraph 5: ______________
Paragraph 3: ______________

Are these statements true or false according to the story? 

Write down the part of the text that gave you the answer.

2. Mark did not pay much for his trip through Europe.

This is  ________  because it says in the text _______________________________ .

3. Mark went to Australia to visit a friend of his.

This is  ________  because we can read in the text  __________________________ .

4. Mark did not go to the United States.

This is  ________  because the text tells us  ________________________________ .

5. Mark’s parents knew exactly when their son would come home.

This is  ________  because the text says  __________________________________ .

Answer the questions. Use complete answers, please.

6. What did Mark not know at the age of twenty-two and what did he decide to do?

7. Did Mark do the same job in Greece as he did in Australia?

8. What did Mark buy on his travels around the world and why?

a.) A long wait d.) A surprise g.) A hard day
b.) New friends e.) Half way around the world h.) Home at last
c.) Time to go back f.) What next? i.) A family visit



9. What was the first thing Mark did in London?

10. What mistake did Mark make in London and what were the consequences?

Further questions. (Write three sentences for each answer.)

11. Would you hitchhike through Europe? (Say why or why not.)

12. Where would you like to travel for a year? (Give reasons.)

Find the word in the text and write it down.

13. feeling sad because you’re not at home

14. something which you buy when you are on holiday and reminds you of the holiday

15. your mother and father

16. a small book in which you write down what has happened (or will happen)

17. a large group of people



Fill in words which mean the same as the underlined ones.

18. After Mark finished ____________  his course, he managed ____________  to save 
some money.

19. In the end ____________  Mark went away from ____________  London.

20. After almost ____________  one year Mark wanted to return ____________  to his 
home city.

21. When he came out of the telephone box he suddenly realised ____________  that 
his rucksack had disappeared ____________ .

Form questions with the verb  ‘have got’  and  ‘have’  and ask for the underlined part 

of the sentence.

22. Mark has got two brothers.

23. His parents have got a house in Canterbury.

24. He had some souvenirs for his family.

25. He didn’t have a rucksack because somebody stole it.

Complete this dialogue. Use the present simple or the present continuous 

of the verbs in brackets.

26. Amelia: Hi, Mark. What  __________________  (you, do) these days?

Mark: Oh, I  __________________  (work) in a pub.

Amelia: In a pub?

Mark: Yes. Only for a few months.

Amelia: And  _________________  (you, enjoy) it?

Mark: It’s OK. I must say I  _________________  (learn) a lot. And yourself?

Amelia: Me? Oh, I  _________________  (apply) for jobs at the moment.



Mark: Really? And what are your chances?

Amelia: Well, I  _________________  (not, think) they’re very good.

Mark: Why’s that?

Amelia: Nobody  _________________  (want) people like me. I’m too old!

Mark: Don’t be silly!

Mark spent the last two months of his travels in America. 

Complete his text by using the past simple of the verbs in brackets. 

27. I  ____________  (plan) to stay in Australia a bit longer but then I  ____________ 

(meet) an American girl, Amelia. She  ____________  (give) me an address of some 

friends of hers in Tampa, Florida. She  ____________  (say) I  ____________  (can) 

stay with them. The States  ___________  (be) wonderful and Amelia’s friends were 

very friendly. Later I  ____________  (hire) a car and  ____________  (tour) around

the South for a while. Then I  _______________  (hitchhike) to the West, passing 

through Texas, New Mexico, Arizona and California. I soon  _________________

(run out) of money so I  _________________  (decide) to look for a job there. It

____________  (take) me a few days but in the end I  ________________  (manage)

to get some work as a waiter. They  _________________  (not, pay) me very well 

but I  ____________  (have) a room in the hotel and enough free time for the things 

_____________  (want) to do.

28. Write a short text about the jobs you did when you were younger (holiday jobs, 

temporary jobs, part-time jobs). Say where you worked, what you did and if you 

liked the work. Write between 80 and 100 words. (Use a dictionary if you wish.)
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Fashion conscious

Dave and his girlfriend Tracy, who are both nineteen, have always been fashion conscious.
At the weekend they often go around the shops where they can look at clothes and try on
new things.

One Saturday afternoon Dave saw a pair of jeans in a small boutique. He liked them a lot.
Some of his friends already had them. ‘They’re exactly like the ones Tom wears all the
time,’ he said. ‘These are fantastic!’ Tracy agreed with him. ‘Aren’t you going to try them
on?’ she asked. Dave thought for a moment. ‘I’m not sure. They’re quite expensive, aren’t
they?’

In the end Dave went to the changing room to try on the jeans while Tracy waited for him
in the book shop on the other side of the road. A few minutes passed. Eventually Dave
came out of the changing room and walked up to the assistant holding the jeans he had
tried on. He smiled. ‘Thank you,’ he said. ‘But they’re not really what I’m looking for.
Goodbye.’

Outside the shop Tracy spoke to Dave. ‘I thought you liked those jeans?’ Dave looked over
his shoulder, blushed and pulled out a pair of trousers from under his jacket. ‘I do!’ he 
replied. Tracy was angry. ‘What? You mean you stole one pair and gave the other one
back?’ she said. ‘You’re so stupid, Dave. I don’t think shoplifting’s clever, you know. 
You’d better take the jeans back and apologise at once!’

Dave wanted to sit down so they went to a fast-food restaurant and talked about the matter
again. After a cup of coffee Dave decided that he had to do something. ‘You’re right,’ he
said. ‘You stay here for a minute and I’ll pop back to the shop and put things right. OK?’
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Choose the correct ending according to the text. Mark it with a cross.

1. Dave went into the boutique to  …

a) steal some jeans.  ___ b) meet some friends.  ___ 
c) look at clothes.  ___ d) buy some jeans.  ___

2. Tracy was angry with Dave because  …

a) he didn’t tell her about his plan.  ___ b) he stole only one pair of jeans.  ___ 
c) he smiled at the shop assistant.  ___ d) he drank too much coffee.  ___

3. The reason why Dave stole a pair of jeans was that  ...

a) he had no more pocket money.  ___ b) he wanted to give them to Tracy.  ___ 
c) Tracy gave him the idea. ___  d) his friend already had them.  ___

Answer the following questions in complete sentences.

4. How many pairs of jeans did Dave try on in the boutique and why?

5. How do we know Dave didn’t feel good after he stole the jeans?

Answer the following questions using your own words. 

Write three to four sentences for each answer.

6. Are you fashion conscious? (Say why or why not.)

7. Would you like to run your own business? (Give some reasons for your opinion.)



Give a synonym or a similar expression for the underlined words.

8. Dave and Tracy have always been fashion conscious. (line 2)  ___________________

9. Tracy agreed with him. (line 7)  ____________________

10. Dave blushed. (line 16)  ____________________

11. You can take them back and apologise. (line 19)  ____________________

Explain these words. Use complete sentences. 

12. Shoplifting  …

13. A fast-food restaurant  …

Write down the German equivalent.

14. They’re exactly like the ones Tom wears all the time. (line 6)

15. They’re not really what I’m looking for. (line 13)

16. They talked about the matter again. (lines 20-21)

17. I’ll pop back to the shop. (line 22)

Underline the correct word in each pair of brackets to complete the sentences.

18. Your jeans (is/are) very nice. Did you buy (them/it) recently?

19. Can I have (a/some) chewing gum?

20. Where (is/are) our luggage? (It’s/They’re) not here!

21. The children had (some/a) difficult homework yesterday, didn’t they?



clean � cut � develop  � repair

Which first word is missing? Put in  ‘is’,  ‘are’,  ‘do’,  ‘does’,  ‘has’  or  ‘have’.

22. _______  all the data been entered into the computer?

23. _______  the Netherlands far from Germany?

24. _______  the United States consist of 50 or 52 states?

25. _______  the British media often print stories about the Royal Family?

Answer the following questions using the present perfect simple of the verb in brackets. 

26. Why are you smiling?

(I, fall in love!)  ____________________________________________

27. Where’s your computer? 

(I, sell it to a friend)  ________________________________________

28. Cup of coffee?

(I, just, have one)  __________________________________________

29. Are you new here?

(I, be, here for a week)  ______________________________________

Finish off these sentences using the  ‘have-something-done’  structure. 

Use a verb from the box in the present perfect form.

30. Jack’s coat is no longer dirty because he  __________________________________ .

31. Jill’s hair is shorter now because she  _____________________________________ .

32. Joanna’s computer is working again because she  ____________________________ .

33. John hasn’t got his holiday photos because he  ______________________________ .



Complete the dialogue. Put in  ‘something’,  ‘anything’,  ‘nothing’  or  ‘everything’.

34. Have you had  ___________________  to eat?

No, I’ve had  ___________________  since breakfast.

I can fetch us  ___________________  from the fast-food restaurant. 

I’d like  ___________________  light. Have they got fish?

Oh, they’ve got  ___________________ ! 

OK. You choose  ____________________  which you think I’ll like.

On Sunday Tracy wrote Dave an e-mail. Translate it into German. 

35. When I saw you with Tom Nailor this morning you didn’t want to talk to me. 
Now I know why. You were wearing the jeans you tried on in the shop. 
When we talked about the matter yesterday you promised that you would 
put things right. Why did you lie to me? I’m so disappointed, Dave. 

Tracy
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Feel him

‘I’m a mystery only to those who haven’t felt the same things I have.’ Bob Dylan’s own
words help us understand why some people have described him as the greatest popular
songwriter of the twentieth century whilst others just remember him as the 1960s 
folksinger who couldn’t sing.

Bob Dylan was born Robert Zimmermann on May 24, 1941 in a small town in Minnesota,
USA. His mother and father were both respectable people, who, like most parents, had
ambitions for their son. But as Dylan himself remembers of his youth: ‘I didn’t go fishing,
I didn’t play on the baseball team and I didn’t study much. I just played the guitar and sang
my songs.’ At seventeen Dylan finished school. He left home with the intention of
travelling the country to find fame with his guitar. Bob Dylan is a legend of the 1960s and,
significantly, it was in 1960 that he arrived in New York. He had a new name, sang songs
which sounded like poems and wore his hair over his collar.

Dylan’s popularity soon spread beyond New York’s coffee houses. He became the first of
the so-called protest singers, with songs against war and racism. Other people soon began
performing his music, too, and it was not long before he had an immense influence on
many other leading musicians of the day.

Bob Dylan didn’t like to be labelled, however. In 1966 he shocked European audiences by
performing his old folk songs on an electric guitar. Slowly the direction of his music began
to change and by the early 70s his voice was becoming more melodic and less bitter. He
had turned to country and western elements, giving up protest songs for love songs. In the
late 80s and mid-90s he continued to explore various musical styles and to write hundreds
of new songs. Even today no one knows how many songs Dylan has actually written. He
has continued to tour, too, playing to huge audiences with many different groups of 
musicians.

Despite all these changes, Bob Dylan has remained as popular as ever. Like he himself has
said: it depends on whether you feel him or not.
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Are the following statements true or false according to the text? Circle T or F.

1. Dylan’s parents weren’t interested in their son’s future. T F

2. Dylan’s main interest has always been his music. T F

3. Dylan originally sang love songs and later turned to protest songs. T F

4. 1950 was a turning point in his life. T F

5. Dylan has always liked to change the style of his music. T F

Answer the following questions in complete sentences.

6. In which way was Dylan different from his friends and classmates?

7. When and where did his success start?

8. Write down one example of how Dylan changed his style of music.

9. What shows that Dylan is still popular today?

Further questions. Write three sentences for each answer.

10. The text says that Dylan was the hero of his generation. Can you think of any other 
legend or hero and explain why he or she is seen this way?

11. What is your taste in music? Has it changed over the years?



Replace the underlined words without changing the meaning of the sentences.

12. Some people remember Dylan as the folk singer who couldn’t ______________  sing.

13. At _______________  seventeen Dylan left home with the intention ____________

of travelling the country to find fame ___________________ .

14. It did not take long before Dylan had an immense _______________  influence on 
other musicians.

15. In the 80s and 90s Dylan continued _______________  changing his music.

16. No one _______________  knows _______________  how many songs he has written.

Make these sentences sound more natural by changing them into passive forms. 

17. Someone made this guitar in Spain.

18. Has somebody invited you to the concert?

19. You may not take photographs during the performance.

20. Somebody will pick me up at 11 o’clock.

21. The people at the garage are repairing my car today.

Complete these sentences. Add a preposition where necessary. 

22. Do you like (listen, music)  _________________________ ? 

23. Would you mind (carry)  ________________________  this box for me?

24. Could you imagine (be)  ________________________  a pop star?

25. Is (cheat)  ________________________  in a test unfair?

26. We avoided (ask)  _______________________  any embarrassing questions.



Finish off the short answer. 

27. Do they know us? Yes, they  ____________ .

28. Will he ring us later? No, he  ____________ .

29. Do you like travelling? Yes, I  ____________ .

30. Was she pleased? No, she  ____________ .  

31. Have they received our invitation? No, they  ____________ .

Add the tag to complete the question.

32. You’re from the United States,  _______________ ?

33. We haven’t been here before,  _______________ ?

34. She doesn’t play a musical instrument,  _______________ ?

35. You’ve been waiting a long time,  _______________ ?

36. I don’t sound tired,  _______________ ?

Last week Bob Dylan gave a concert at the Hammersmith Odeon, London. This is what

appeared in one local newspaper. Complete the text by using the correct form of the

words in the brackets.

37. Last Saturday’s concert  ____________  (begin) at 8.30  ____________  (precise). 

When Dylan and his band  ____________  (come) on stage the audience  ___________ 

(cheer)  ______________  (enthusiastic). The first song  ________________________ 

(can, hardly, hear) above all the  ____________  (scream) and  ____________  (shout). 

After the crowd  ____________  (calm) down, the band  ____________  (find) their 

rhythm and played  ____________  (superb). Dylan  ________________________ 

(keep, change) the interpretation of his songs so that he  _________________  (be able,

draw) different shades of meaning from them. Most of the audience at the Odeon 

____________  (know) the songs very  ___________  (good) and could sing the words 

___________  (oneself). At the end of the concert Dylan  ____________  (thank) every-

one and  ____________  (walk) off the stage  ____________  (blow) kisses to his fans.



A reporter for the musical magazine Jukebox talked to one of the fans after the Dylan

concert. What questions did the reporter ask?

38. Rep:  ________________________________________________________

Fan:  Yes, very much. Especially the second half.

Rep:  ________________________________________________________

Fan:  Yes, we were. We were about five metres from the stage.

Rep:  ________________________________________________________

Fan:  Yes, I have. I saw him two years ago at the Wembley Arena.

Rep:  ________________________________________________________

Fan:  Oh, I thought this one was better. There were more new songs and the 
overall sound was better.

Rep:  ________________________________________________________

Fan:  You’re welcome. Bye now.

39. Write about any person or group of people you admire. Say who they are, what they 

do and why you admire them. Write 60 - 80 words.
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Not a job for a woman?

Do women do all the jobs men do? They drive lorries, pilot aeroplanes, work on building
sites and run their own companies. Yet have you ever seen a female car mechanic?

Susan Sampson, 20, knows why young women who want to become mechanics do not find
it easy in a profession which is still all-male. ‘Prejudice is still an enormous problem,’ she
explains. ‘Three years ago in May I applied for a two-year apprenticeship at Meason 
Motors, a big garage in my home town. I did well at the interview and they told me I could
start in September. In August I found out that the job had been given to a 16-year-old boy.’

When she heard about Meason’s decision, Susan was extremely upset. ‘It was unfair not
to give me the job just because I was a girl,’ she explains. ‘You see, it was the career I’d
always wanted and I knew that I was just as good as the other applicants.’

Susan was determined not to give in, however, so she took her case to an industrial 
tribunal. ‘It was amazing,’ she says. ‘The chairwoman, Elizabeth Roberts, was so 
understanding. First she wanted to know about my interests and hobbies, the marks I had
got at school and why I had applied for the job. Then she asked me about what had 
happened at the interview.’

Susan’s determination paid off. In the end she won over £20,000 in compensation for loss
of earnings. In a statement read out to the press a tribunal spokesperson said: ‘We believe
that women are physically and mentally just as able as men to carry out the tasks of a car
mechanic and we are convinced that in this particular case Miss Sampson was not offered
the apprenticeship purely because of her sex.’

Susan herself is delighted with the tribunal’s decision. ‘Obviously it’s handy to have the
money,’ she admits. ‘But the main thing is that I won. For me it’s important that women –
and girls of course – are not discriminated against. Perhaps my case will help other women
who are interested in what are thought to be typically ‘male jobs’.’

In the meantime Susan has not given up her ambition to become a mechanic. ‘I’m taking
motor vehicle studies at college,’ she says enthusiastically. ‘And at the weekend I help out
at another garage. You could say I’m keener now on getting a job in the motor trade than
I ever was before.’
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Use the information in the text to choose the correct sentence. 

Mark the sentence with a cross.

1. Susan Sampson  … 
a) is a car mechanic. 
b) would like to become a car mechanic. 
c) cannot become a car mechanic.

2. Susan did not get a job at Meason Motors because  … 
a) she’s a girl. 
b) her qualifications were not good enough. 
c) she asked for too much money.

3. Susan believes that  … 
a) men and women should work together. 
b) women should be treated in the same way as men. 
c) women should earn more than men.

4. At the moment Susan  … 
a) is unemployed.
b) owns her own garage. 
c) is a student.

Answer the following questions in complete sentences using your own words. 

5. How did Susan react when she was not offered an apprenticeship at Meason Motors?

6. Did Susan like the industrial tribunal chairwoman, Elizabeth Roberts? 
Explain your answer.

7. Why did the industrial tribunal award Susan £20,000?

8. What is Susan more pleased about – getting so much money or winning her case? 
Explain your answer.



Additional questions. Write three sentences for each answer.

9. What sort of job would you like to do? Say why.

10. What qualifications and experience do you need to be able to do the job you want?

Give a synonym or similar expression for the following words.

11. enormous (line 5)
Prejudice is still a(n)  __________________  problem.

12. found out (line 8) 
In August I  ___________________  that the job had been given to a 16-year-old boy.

13. convinced (lines 20-21)
We are  __________________  Miss Sampson was not offered the apprenticeship
purely because of her sex.

14. delighted (line 22)
Susan herself is  _____________________  with the tribunal’s decision.

Which words (15-19) and definitions (a-j) go together?

15. upset (line 9) a) satisfied
16. amazing (line 13) b) frustrated
17. compensation (line 17) c) funny
18. earnings (line 18) d) money you get for doing your job
19. ambition (line 26) e) money you get for doing well in your exams

f) unhappy and worried
g) incredible
h) a strong wish to do something
i) money you get from a person or 

organisation because they did something 
unpleasant to you

j) freetime



Explain each of the following words or expressions in a complete sentence of your own.

20. A mechanic (line 4)  …

21. An apprenticeship (line 6)  …

Fill in the correct form of the words in brackets.

22. It is difficult to give  ________________  (advise) to young people looking for work. 

23. It helps to read the job advertisements  _________________  (careful).

24. It may be  _________________  (easy) to advertise in newspapers yourself.

25. One  _______________ (possible) is to go to firms and ask if there are any vacancies.

26. Often it is not enough to be hardworking and  _________________  (ambition).

27. To be  ________________  (success) in your search for a job you need some luck, 
too.

Add  ‘since’  or  ‘for’  to these sentences to complete them.

28. We haven’t seen them  __________  Christmas.

29. Have you lived in this part of London  __________  long?

30. We’ve been working together  __________  1989.

31. They’ve gone away  __________  a fortnight.

32. She’s been sitting here  __________  nine o’clock this morning.

Complete the sentences using the correct form of the words in brackets and 

type-1 if-clauses. 

33. If you  _________  (want) to get a good job, you  ________  (need) good qualifications.

34. If everything  _________  (go) well, we  _________  (be) at your house by six.

35. I  _________  (sit) next to the window if that  _________  (be) OK with you.

36. We  _________  (stay) at home if the weather  ______________  (not, get) better.

37. If they  ___________  (not, have) time, they  ______________  (not, be able) to visit us.



Do you need a form of  ‘be going to’  or do you need  ‘will’ ? 

Complete these mini-dialogues.

38. Do you know how to open this file?
Yeah. It’s easy. I  _____________  show you.

Why are they wearing their training shoes?
They  _____________  play tennis this afternoon.

Are you tired?
Yes, very. I  _____________  go to bed soon.

Did you remember to buy some milk?
Oh, I’m sorry. I forgot. I  _____________  get some now.

Complete this letter by choosing the correct verbs from the box below. 

Put the verbs into their correct forms. 

39.

Dear Mr Slater

I  _____________  to you because I  _______________  that DTS Software  __________

a personal assistant to the Sales Director.

As you can  _____________  from the CV I  _______________ ,  I  ________________

as a secretary for a chemical company in Southampton since I  _______________  school

five years ago. Last year I  ________________  Southampton College of Further 

Education where I  _________________  an National Vocational Qualification in 

Business Services. 

I  _______________  French and a little German.

I  _________________  my application is of interest to you and I  ___________________

hearing from you in the near future.

Yours sincerely

Paula Brocklehurst (Ms)

attend � complete � enclose � hope � leave  � look for �

look forward to  � see � speak � tell � work  � write



Translate the following text into German.

40. According to a new study, having a family and a career is still much harder for women 
than for men. In fact over 50% of women say their careers have been handicapped by 
having children. ‘Taking a break to have a child can often mean the end of a woman’s 
chances,’ explains Mary Brook, author of the report. ‘Many employers simply lose 
interest.’


